TRAVEL GREEN!

Newsletter of the Virginia Green Travel program promoting
green tourism opportunities in Virginia!
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An Awesome Day in the Woods!

The 11t Annual Virginia Green Travel Conference & Awards was held at Pocahontas State Park on April 17%". Wow this was a great time
where our participants focused on the value of outdoor recreation, and yes, we even went on a hike and did a little birding! 28 Virginia
Green Travel Partners were recognized during the awards portion of the event. Thanks to everyone at Virginia State Parks for hosting!
Links to information about the awards and more conference pictures are found here.
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New Logo & Graphics!
VIRGINIA Finally, our new logo SCREAMS Virginia Green TRAVEL so that no one thinks

Green Travel ) ) . :
we’re a lawn-care company! Seriously though, we are incredibly excited

our new graphics that also feature our new sustainable destination
“map-markers” and an interactive map on our website!

Next Green Travel Forum:

Advancements in Electric Vehicle Infrastructure & Clean Transportation.
Come learn about expanded opportunities for our partners to support EV and go EV and provide EV
charging for your customers! Featuring: Alleyn Harned & Matt Wade of Virginia Clean Cities

Statewide Polystyrene (EPS) Ban Coming in 2025/26

Virginia Green Travel Partners have always been “polystyrene-free”, because it is an absolute requirement of our
program certification. But now, all other food-serving businesses will have to meet this standard too. Virginia
Green Travel will be working with various partners to help “spread the word” about this requirement to the

industry. The Virginia DEQ has created a “Foam-Free” resources page dedicated to this issue and is working to help
provide additional posters and guidance.

New Keep Virginia Beautiful Partnership to Prevent Cigarette Litter!
Cigarette butts are the #1 littered item and they are made of plastic resins that do not decompose! But
did you know that they can be recycled through this special partnership? You can have a FREE branded
Virginia Green / Keep VA Beautiful receptacle with signage and pre-paid shipping envelopes for sending
your butts in for recycling. Wow! If interested contact KVB at tracey@keepvirginiabeautiful.org.

PLEASE Stay or Get Re-Connected!

Would you all just quit moving around so much? © Probably our biggest challenge is keeping up with our primary
contacts for your business. We are required to at least re-confirm that your program commitments are still in

place — otherwise, your Virginia Green Travel certification expires!

So PLEASE let us know if you or someone on your staff leaves that was overseeing your Virginia Green Travel
practices. And to make it easier, we’ve created this QR code, which is linked to our website and an easy form that
should take you less than a minute to fill in. Thanks for your help!



https://www.virginiagreen.net/resources/the-11th-annual-virginia-green-travel-conference-is-april-17-2024/
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/our-programs/land-waste/litter-prevention/foam-free-resources#:~:text=The%20Virginia%20General%20Assembly%20passed,take%20effect%20in%20two%20phases.
mailto:tracey@keepvirginiabeautiful.org

