
 

 

 

 

 

SAVE-THE-DATE: March 19-20, 2026 

for the 13th Annual Virginia Green Travel Conference & Awards  

at Massanutten Resort! 
We are super excited to have this year’s conference & awards at Massanutten 

Resort! It is going to be an awesome and educational good time! Please put this 

on your calendar and we will update you with more details in the next few weeks!  

 

Virginia Green Travel is the Charitable Beneficiary & Non-Profit 
Partner for the Virginia Wine Expo -- a perfect pairing for 
sustainability and celebration! 

 

This incredible nine-day event showcases the very best of Virginia’s wine and tourism industry — and it has been 
recognized as a Certified Virginia Green Travel Event for 12 consecutive years. The Expo is thoughtfully planned and 
operated with sustainability at its core, featuring robust recycling, composting, and eco-friendly material practices. 
Certified Virginia Green Travel wineries will be spotlighted throughout the event, and we encourage all Virginia Green 

Travel partners to attend, exhibit, and promote their commitments to sustainability.  
 

Together, Virginia Wine Expo and Virginia Green Travel are a perfect pairing — bringing awareness, connection, and 
opportunity to the growing movement of sustainable tourism in the Commonwealth. More details coming soon — let us 
know if you’d like to get involved! 
 
 

 Proud to be a Foam-Free Business! All Virginia restaurants and food vendors must 

eliminate the use of polystyrene disposable to-go products by July 1, 2026. But of course, all 

Virginia Green Travel Partners had met this requirement as part of their Virginia Green Travel 

Certification! We are partnering with Clean Virginia Waterways in an exciting project that 

highlights our partners and encourages others to go “foam-free” and perhaps also become a 

Certified Virginia Green Travel Partner. Stickers and window decals are going to be sent to our 

partners this month and next and we’ll be promoting on social media!  

 

 

Virginia State Parks Hosts the Southeastern State Parks 

Directors Conference and it was a Certified Virginia Green 

Travel Event!  

Virginia State Parks hosted more than 200 state parks officials from October 26 – 30 in 

Virginia Beach and various Virginia State Parks in the region. VSP event planners made 

sure to put on a very sustainable event with full composting of food wastes and 

recycling at every location of the touring conference.  We were happy 

to promote the conference as a Certified Virginia Green Travel Event! 

TRAVEL GREEN VIRGINIA! 
The Fall 2025 Newsletter of the Virginia Green Travel 

program promoting green tourism partners & 
 opportunities in Virginia! 

770 lbs of food wastes and other 

compostables were diverted from landfill with 

help of Tidewater Compost 

https://virginiawineexpo.com/
https://www.cleanvirginiawaterways.org/foam-phase-out


Richmond Region Tourism and Net-Zero Conferences & Events! 
Richmond Region Tourism (RRT) has taken Greening of Conferences to the next level! Not 

only are many of the events at the VGT Certified Greater Richmond Convention Center 

and other VGT partner facilities, but RRT is also making these conferences “Net Zero 

Emissions” events. In partnership with the Virginia Green Travel Alliance, the greenhouse 

gases generated by conference travel, operations and overnight stays are calculated; and 

then certified carbon offsets are purchased to negate those impacts.   

The next net-zero emissions event is the 2025 Conference for the Coastal & Estuarine Research Federation at the GRCC 

hosting 1500 attendees from November 9-13, 2025. RRT is offsetting 791 metric tons of greenhouse gases to negate the 

impacts of the conference!  

 

The Virginia Green Travel Forum on October 23rd Featured Composting! 

We had a fun and interactive with 3 composting companies that are working with many of 

our Virginia Green Travel Partners to divert food wastes and other compostable materials 

from the landfill…and turn them into amazing compost! The webinar featured Ryan Owenby 

(NOPE Compost), Justen Garrity (Veteran Compost), and Cameron Kania (Tidewater 

Compost) and also featured was the Morgan Goodman and the Virginia Department of 

Environmental Quality’s grant-funded project to promote food waste diversion. The recorded webinar is available here.   

 

 

17 Virginia Breweries recognized for their 
participation in the Sustainable Practices in 
Virginia Breweries Project at the 2025 Virginia 
Brewers Conference 

In the past 3 years, Virginia Green Travel and the Virginia DEQ’s Office of Pollution Prevention have been working with 

Virginia breweries to document their sustainable practices, discuss opportunities for improvement, and pursue 

additional projects. The project has yielded many innovative techniques and shared practices and the participating 

breweries are continuing to move forward. The breweries were all recognized during a joint presentation at the Virginia 

Brewers Conference in Richmond on September 17, 2025. Thank you brewers for your efforts to brew sustainably! 
 

 
 
Hardywood Brewery, Richmond/West 
Creek 
Patch Brewing, Gordonsville 
Old Bust Head Brewing Company, Vint Hill 
Stable Craft Brewing, Waynesboro 
Stone Brewing, Richmond 

The Veil Brewing Co., Richmond 
Crazy Rooster, Powhatan 
Tradition, Newport News 
Fermentology Brewing, Newport News 
Three Notch’d Brewing, Charlottesville 
Smartmouth Brewing, Norfolk & VA Beach 

Elation Brewing, Norfolk 
Port City Brewing Company, Alexandria 
COVA Brewing, Norfolk 
New Realm Brewing, Virginia Beach 

  

https://register.gotowebinar.com/recording/2829466081609891584


 

Congratulations to our  

 New & Re-Certifying  

  Virginia Green Travel Partners! 
 

 All 42 State Parks 

 Founder’s Inn, VaBeach 

 aloft Chesapeake    

 Fairfield Inn & Suites Williamsburg 

 Holiday Inn Express Chesapeake 

 Residence Inn Chesapeake Greenbrier  

 Springhill Suites Chesapeake Greenbrier 

 Spring Hill Suites Norfolk VA Beach 

 Staybridge Suites Charlottesville 

 Delta Chesapeake   

 Holiday Inn Newport News-City Center  

 Skyfiber Ranch Alpacas 

 History Walks 

 The Camel, Richmond 

 Hal & Al’s 

 Bombolini, Richmond 

 Hardywood Park Craft Brewery, 
Richmond/West Creek 

 Patch Brewing, Gordonsville 

 Old Bust Head Brewing Company, Vint Hill 

 Stable Craft Brewing, Waynesboro 

 Stone Brewing, Richmond 

 The Veil Brewing Co., Richmond 

 Crazy Rooster, Powhatan 

 Fermentology Brewing, Newport News 

 Three Notch’d Brewing Company, 
Charlottesville 

 Smartmouth Brewing, Norfolk & VA Beach 

 Elation Brewing, Norfolk 

 Port City Brewing, Alexandria 

 COVA Brewing, Norfolk 

 New Realm Brewing, Virginia Beach 

 Iris Inn & Cabins 

 Magnolia House Inn 

 Massanutten Resort 

 Veteran Compost 

 Inn at Brierly Creek 

 Tidewater Compost 

 National Association for Interpretation 
Conference 

 200+ Men Scholar 

 Green Games at Scott Stadium 

 The Firefly 

 Westin Washington Dulles Airport 

 Elizabeth River Trail Foundation 

 Virtue Solar 

 CERF 2025 Conference 

 2026 Virginia Wine Expo 

 Sheehy Ford Warrenton 

 Vanguard Renewables 

 

 
 

 

 
PLEASE Continue to Re-Connect with Virginia Green Travel! 
Would you all just quit moving around so much?  Probably our biggest challenge is keeping up with our primary contacts for your business. 

We are required to confirm that your program commitments are still in place – otherwise, your Virginia Green Travel certification expires!  

So PLEASE, let us know who at your business is overseeing your Virginia Green Travel practices. And to make it easier, we’ve created this QR 

code, which is linked to our website and an easy form that should take you less than a minute to complete. Thanks for your help!  


